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have used their veto powers and ability
to bully nonpermanent members to
stymie the Council’s work.

They have shielded abusive regimes,
like the criminal dictatorship of
Nicolas Maduro in Venezuela, and the
government of Burma, which com-
mitted genocide against the Rohingya.

Our loss of influence at the Security
Council under the Trump administra-
tion was on full display in the disas-
trous attempt to extend the U.N. arms
embargo on Iran, where the United
States could muster only one other
vote of support on the Council—one
other vote—including some of our most
longtime allies: Germany, France,
Great Britain, to mention a few. It was
an embarrassment, an embarrassment.

Meanwhile, China has increased its
role and activities at the United Na-
tions and in other international orga-
nizations and has worked to pervert
and distort the core values that make
the U.N.’s work so important, espe-
cially the U.N.’s long-held commit-
ment to human rights.

Ambassador Thomas-Greenfield has a
long history of expressed opposition to
China’s use of debt-trap tactics and its
increasingly malign presence in world
governance bodies.

She has spoken plainly about China’s
authoritarian ambitions, its open hos-
tility to universal human rights and
democratic values, and has committed
to confronting them every step of the
way at the United Nations.

What the United States desperately
needs right now at the U.N. is renewal
and reengagement with key alliances
and institutions. Ambassador Thomas-
Greenfield has the expertise, the
strength, and the character to deliver
on these priorities, to stand up for the
challenges that we face from China, to
regain U.S. leverage and influence in
the Security Council, to reengage our
allies and hold Iran accountable, and to
stand firm when Israel is subject to bi-
ased attacks.

Ambassador Thomas-Greenfield has
my full support, and I urge my col-
leagues to support the nomination.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MENENDEZ. I ask unanimous
consent that the vote be held imme-
diately.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close the debate on Cal-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

endar No. 10, Linda Thomas-Greenfield, of
Louisiana, to be the Representative of the
United States of America to the United Na-
tions, with the rank and status of the Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary,
and the Representative of the United States
of America in the Security Council of the
United Nations.
Charles E. Schumer, Robert Menendez,
Tina Smith, Tammy Baldwin, Thomas
R. Carper, Sheldon Whitehouse, Pat-
rick J. Leahy, Brian Schatz, Chris-
topher A. Coons, Jack Reed, Michael F.
Bennet, Debbie Stabenow, Chris Van
Hollen, Ron Wyden, Martin Heinrich,
Bernard Sanders, Edward J. Markey,
Cory A. Booker.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Linda Thomas-Greenfield, of Lou-
isiana, to be Representative of the
United States of America to the United
Nations, with the rank and status of
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary, and the Representative of
the United States of America in the Se-
curity Council of the United Nations,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.
The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Washington (Mrs. MUR-
RAY) is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN), the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), the
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL),
and the Senator from Pennsylvania
(Mr. TOOMEY).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 75,
nays 20, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 60 Ex.]

YEAS—T5
Baldwin Hassan Portman
Bennet Heinrich Reed
Blumenthal Hickenlooper Risch
Blunt Hirono Romney
Booker Hyde-Smith Rosen
Boozman Inhofe Rounds
Brown Johnson Sanders
Burr Kaine Schatz
Cantwell Kelly Schumer
Capito Kennedy Shaheen
Cardin King Sinema
Carper Klobuchar Smith
Casey Leahy Stabenow
Cassidy Lee Sullivan
Collins Lujan Tester
Coons Manchin Thune
Cornyn Markey Tillis
Cortez Masto McConnell Van Hollen
Crapo Menendez Warner
Duckworth Merkley Warnock
Durbin Murkowski Warren
Feinstein Murphy Whitehouse
Fischer Ossoff Wicker
Gillibrand Padilla Wyden
Graham Peters Young

NAYS—20
Barrasso Grassley Rubio
Braun Hagerty Sasse
Cotton Hawley Scott (FL)
Cramer Hoeven Scott (SC)
Cruz Lankford Shelby
Daines Lummis Tuberville

Ernst Marshall

February 22, 2021
NOT VOTING—5

Blackburn Murray Toomey
Moran Paul
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

HEINRICH). On this vote, the yeas are
75, and the nays are 20.

The motion is agreed to.

The majority leader.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that upon the con-
clusion of morning business on Tues-
day, February 23, the Senate resume
consideration of Executive Calendar
No. 10, Linda Thomas-Greenfield; that
at 11:30 a.m., all postcloture time on
the Thomas-Greenfield nomination be
considered expired and the Senate vote
on the confirmation of the nomination;
further, that notwithstanding the pro-
visions of rule XXII, at 2:15 p.m., the
Senate resume consideration of Execu-
tive Calendar No. 7, Thomas Vilsack,
with 20 minutes for debate, as provided
under the previous order; that upon the
use or yielding back of that time, the
Senate vote on the confirmation of the
Vilsack nomination; and that upon dis-
position of the Vilsack nomination and
if cloture has been invoked on Calendar
No. 11, the Senate vote on confirmation
of the Thomas-Greenfield nomination;
finally, that if any of the nominations
are confirmed, the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s actions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————————

TRIBUTE TO STEVE GILMORE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, for
nearly 50 years, Steve Gilmore has
been making his mark on the city of
Ashland. As an educator, a parks com-
missioner, and finally as a mayor, his
contributions to northeastern Ken-
tucky have shaped a legacy anyone
could be proud of. Today, I would like
to recognize this incredible public serv-
ant and wish him well as he begins a
richly deserved retirement.

Steve got his start in public service
at 29 as a member of the local parks
board. In the following years, he led
the renewal of Ashland’s public spaces,
pushed for the repainting of its iconic
bridges, and helped champion a major
renovation of the riverfront. In 1978,
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Steve made his first run for the city
commission. Time and again, the peo-
ple of Ashland put their trust in him.
In 2002, Steve became the city’s mayor.
He made history soon after as the first
Ashland mayoral candidate ever to run
unopposed.

I would like to mention one of
Steve’s accomplishments in particular.
Over the years, Ashland has taken tre-
mendous advantage of its geography
and scenic beauty on the banks of the
Ohio River. I had the opportunity to
work with Steve about a decade ago to
revitalize downtown Ashland and to
make a dramatic investment into its
river heritage. With more than $10 mil-
lion in Federal funding I brought to the
project, Steve and his team created an
impressive new venue right on the
water. Now, the Veterans Riverfront
Park is a center for recreation and en-
tertainment across the region. I am es-
pecially proud of their decision to dedi-
cate the park to the men and women
who sacrificed to protect our country.

Steve ended his first stretch as
mayor with remarkable success. Then,
he took on a new challenge as super-
intendent of Ashland Schools. He ac-
cepted the responsibility to keep mak-
ing a difference for his city not just
today, but for years into the future.
Thousands of students and graduates
continue to benefit from his leadership.

When it came time to close the book
on his career as an educator, Steve
knew he had more to give to his be-
loved city. In 2016, he was reelected to
the mayor’s office. With a team of city
commissioners and devoted public serv-
ants, Steve began once again steering
the community toward growth. He con-
tinued renovating the face of Ashland
and making it a destination for visitors
and employers.

Steve plans for a retirement filled
with spending more time with his fam-
ily doing the things they love. Perhaps
he will take a few more trips down to
the river along the newly dedicated
“Steve Gilmore Way.”” He has certainly
earned it. On behalf of the Senate, I
would like to express my thanks to
Steve for his decades of service and
leadership in Kentucky.

———

SENATE COMMITTEE ON THE
BUDGET RULES OF PROCEDURE

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the rules of
the Committee on the Budget for the
117th Congress be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET U.S. SENATE—

RULES FOR THE 117TH CONGRESS
RULES OF PROCEDURE
1. Meetings

(1) The committee shall hold its regular
meeting on the first Thursday of each
month. Additional meetings may be called
by the chair as the chair deems necessary to
expedite committee business.

(2) Each meeting of the committee, includ-
ing meetings to conduct hearings, shall be
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open to the public, except that a portion or
portions of any such meeting may be closed
to the public if the committee determines by
record vote in open session of a majority of
the members of the committee present that
the matters to be discussed or the testimony
to be taken at such portion or portions—

(a) will disclose matters necessary to be
kept secret in the interests of national de-
fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
eign relations of the United States;

(b) will relate solely to matters of the com-
mittee staff personnel or internal staff man-
agement or procedure;

(c) will tend to charge an individual with
crime or misconduct, to disgrace or injure
the professional standing of an individual, or
otherwise to expose an individual to public
contempt or obloquy, or will represent a
clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy
of an individual;

(d) will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will dis-
close any information relating to the inves-
tigation or prosecution of a criminal offense
that is required to be kept secret in the in-
terests of effective law enforcement; or

(e) will disclose information relating to the
trade secrets or financial or commercial in-
formation pertaining specifically to a given
person if—

(i) an act of Congress requires the informa-
tion to be kept confidential by Government
officers and employees; or

(ii) the information has been obtained by
the Government on a confidential basis,
other than through an application by such
person for a specific Government financial or
other benefit, and is required to be kept se-
cret in order to prevent undue injury to the
competitive position of such person.

(f) may divulge matters required to be kept
confidential under other provisions of law or
Government regulations.

(3) Notice of, and the agenda for, any busi-
ness meeting or markup shall be provided to
each member and made available to the pub-
lic at least 72 hours prior to such meeting or
markup.

11. Consideration of Budget Resolutions

(1) If the chair of the committee makes
proposed legislative text of a concurrent res-
olution on the budget available to all com-
mittee members by 12:00 p.m., five days prior
to the start of a meeting or markup to con-
sider the resolution, during that meeting or
markup:

(a) it shall not be in order to consider a
first degree amendment unless the amend-
ment has been submitted to the chief clerk
by 5:00 p.m. two days prior to the start of the
meeting or markup, except that an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute offered by
the chair of the committee shall not be re-
quired to be filed in advance, and

(b) it shall not be in order to consider a
second degree amendment unless the amend-
ment has been submitted to the chief clerk
by 5:00 p.m. on the day prior to the start of
the meeting or markup, and

(c) it shall not be in order to consider a
side-by-side amendment unless the amend-
ment has been submitted to the chief clerk
by 5:00 p.m. on the day prior to the start of
the meeting or markup, and the amendment
is filed in relation to a particular first de-
gree amendment that is considered by the
committee.

(2) During consideration of a concurrent
resolution on the budget, it shall not be in
order to consider an amendment that would
have no force or effect if adopted.

III. Order of Recognition

Those members who are present at the
start of any meeting of the committee in-
cluding meetings to conduct hearings, shall
be recognized in order of seniority based on
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time served as a member of the committee.
Any members arriving after the start of the
meeting shall be recognized, in order of ap-
pearance, after the most junior member.

IV. Quorums and Voting

(1) Except as provided in paragraphs (2) and
(3) of this section, a quorum for the trans-
action of committee business shall consist of
not less than one-third of the membership of
the entire committee: Provided, that proxies
shall not be counted in making a quorum.

(2) A majority of the committee shall con-
stitute a quorum for reporting budget resolu-
tions, legislative measures or recommenda-
tions: Provided, that proxies shall not be
counted in making a quorum.

(3) For the purpose of taking sworn or
unsworn testimony, a quorum of the com-
mittee shall consist of one Senator.

(4)(a) The committee may poll—

(i) internal committee matters including

those concerning the committee’s staff,
records, and budget;
(ii) steps in an investigation, including

issuance of subpoenas, applications for im-
munity orders, and requests for documents
from agencies; and

(iii) other committee business that the
committee has designated for polling at a
meeting, except that the committee may not
vote by poll on reporting to the Senate any
measure, matter, or recommendation, and
may not vote by poll on closing a meeting or
hearing to the public.

(b) To conduct a poll, the chair shall cir-
culate polling sheets to each member speci-
fying the matter being polled and the time
limit for completion of the poll. If any mem-
ber requests, the matter shall be held for a
meeting rather than being polled. The chief
clerk shall keep a record of polls; if the com-
mittee determines by record vote in open
session of a majority of the members of the
committee present that the polled matter is
one of those enumerated in rule 1(2)(a)-(e),
then the record of the poll shall be confiden-
tial. Any member may move at the com-
mittee meeting following a poll for a vote on
the polled decision.

V. Proxies

When a record vote is taken in the com-
mittee on any bill, resolution, amendment,
or any other question, a quorum being
present, a member who is unable to attend
the meeting may vote by proxy if the absent
member has been informed of the matter on
which the vote is being recorded and has af-
firmatively requested to be so recorded; ex-
cept that no member may vote by proxy dur-
ing the deliberations on Budget Resolutions
unless a member is experiencing a health
issue and the chair and ranking member
agree to allow that member to vote by proxy
on amendments to a Budget Resolution.

VI. Hearings and Hearing Procedures

(1) The committee shall make public an-
nouncement of the date, place, time, and
subject matter of any hearing to be con-
ducted on any measure or matter at least 1
week in advance of such hearing, unless the
chair and ranking member determine that
there is good cause to begin such hearing at
an earlier date.

(2) At least 24 hours prior to the scheduled
start time of the hearing, a witness appear-
ing before the committee shall file a written
statement of proposed testimony with the
chief clerk who is responsible for circulating
the proposed testimony to all members at
the same time. The requirement that a wit-
ness submit testimony 24 hours prior to a
hearing may be waived by the chair and the
ranking member, following their determina-
tion that there is good cause for the failure
of compliance.
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